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Applicant: Nippon Shokubai Co., Ltd. 

S.N.: 10/764,852 

Filed: January 26, 2004 

For; Composite-Oxide Catalyst And Process For Production Of 

Acrylic Acid Using Said Catalyst 
Examiner: Jennifer Y. Cho 
Art Unit: 1621 
Confirmation No.: 9801 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

The present case has been allowed, and this allowance 
is very much appreciated. 

In the Reason for Allowance section of the Notice of 
Allowance dated August 4, 2008, the Examiner found a percent 
increase in catalyst lifetime of about 46%, and this finding 
is very much appreciated. 

This paper is being filed to suggest that there is 
another way to calculate percent increases. 

In the Reason for Allowance section, the Examiner 
points out comparative data in Table 1 on page 24 of the 
specification. Here the reaction duration at attainment to 
300° C for applicant's catalyst was 24000 hours, while the 
reaction duration at attainment to 300° C for a catalyst of 
a comparative example was 13000 hours. 

It is believed that the Examiner calculated a percent 
increase as follows: (new value - old value) /(new value). 




I hereby certify that this correspondence and the documents referred to 
as enclosed therein are being facsimile transmitted to the Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on August 19, 
2007 to 1-571-273-2885 by applicant's attorney, Robert J. Jacobson. 
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In other words, the Examiner calculated the percent increase 
as follows: (24000 hours - 13000 hours) / (24000 hours) = 
0,458 or a 46% increase in reaction duration at attainment 
to 300° C. 

However, it is respectfully suggested that percent 
increases are normally calculated as follows: (new value - 
old value) /(old value). In other words, in the present 
case, the percent increase should be calculated as follows: 
(24000 hours - 13000 hours) /( 13000 hours) = 0.846 or an 85% 
increase in reaction duration at attainment to 300° C such 
that applicant's catalyst lifetime almost doubled (from 
13000 hours to 24000 hours). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: Qdu^'fP 
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